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Historic Structures Report

I. The Godfrey Miller Sr. Home
424 S. Loudoun Street

II. The Peter Miller Home
422 S. Loudoun Street

The purpose of this historic structures report was to inspect
the house, identify the significant architectural elements and as-
certain and describe the chronology of work performed on this site
from initial construction through the twentieth century. Because
of budgetary restraints, no primary documentary resource investiga-
tion was carried out by Preservation Associates, Inc.

Since the information concerning the history of the house that
had been supplied was of secondary sources and not verified by the
firm, it was felt that the exclusion of most references to previous
owners or social history should be excluded from this report. This
is not to say that the investigation of the social history aspects
should not be done. On the contrary, any conclusive documentation
regarding the owners/occupants of the house may be an invaluable aid
in firmly establishing who did what to the house and when the work
was done.

The following report is a description of the architectural fea-
tures of the structures based solely on the physical inspection of
the building. Detailed measurements of the Godfrey Miller House and
careful inspection of the form of the structure, building fabric and
construction techniques used in both the Godfrey and Peter Miller
Houses form the basis of the information.

The report has two sections. The first part deals with the
Godfrey Miller House. The second part describes the Peter Miller
House. The two houses have a common wall and, in fact, the Peter
Miller House is an addition to the earlier structure.

The Godfrey Miller House section is the larger of the two des-
criptions. It was discovered that this house is an early form of
vertical corner post, plank log construction. There were a}so many
unusual features to the earliest construction period still intact in
the house. A great deal of attention was paid to these unusual archi-

tectural elements.

The Peter Miller House, though larger in size, was built with
methods that are still commonly found in thousands of other log houses.
This house has also undergone some interesting changes and some atten-
tion was given to these details.



Part I. The Godfrey Miller House

The presently existing structure located at the corner of South
Loudoun Street and Monmouth Street at 424 South Loudoun Street is
within the town limits of Winchester, Virginia. The initial descrip-
tion is of the structure as it was found on February 22, and March 1,
1980. This deals with the physical appearance as it was basically
renovated during or soon after the first quarter of the 19th century.

The last section of Part I deals with the physical appearance
of the original structure. However, this was basically done only where
architectural evidence indicated original material, sizes, or positions
of elements. Any areas that are not covered were left out because no
evidence was found to provide insight into the original construction.

The Godfrey Miller House is situated on the east side of South
Loudoun Street with the main facade facing west. The full two story
structure with a partial basement is three bays wide having a window,
window, door arrangement. The second floor has three windows aligned
over the lower bays.

The front door, located in the south corner of the west facade,
is a twentieth century replacement. The door is hung with modern butt
hinges, new hardware, and has a large glass lite over two small Tower
wooden panels. The finish jamb and exterior architrave casing trim
are likely new wooden pieces added when the new front door was instal-
led. The front door header is just slightly Tower than the two window
headers.

The windows on the west facade are all six over six lite douple
hung sash. The lower panes are 8" x 11" where as the upper sash lites
are the more standard 8" x 10" size.

The trim and siding of the west facade is likely of the early
19th century. The horizontal, hand planed, pine siding 1is of uniform
exposure on the west and south facades. The lower edge has a decora-
tive 4" bead and the siding is lapped horizontally and fastened with
hand wrought nails to firring strips nailed, to the sub structure of

oak planks.

No shutters are hanging anywhere on the house, but the shutter
hardware including the shutter hold backs or "dogs" and the catch
on the window sill to hold the shutters closed still exist on some of
the windows. These pieces are hand wrought and are indicative of
eighteenth and early nineteenth century hardware.

1The plank walls and corner posts will be described in detail
in the second section of Part I.
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The window sash, trim and siding on the south gable end and
the small one story, one room ell with storage loft matches the west
front facade. There are two gable attic windows composed of two,
six light 8" x 10" double hung sash.

The one room ell extends east from the east back side of the
house. The facade facing south onto Monmouth Street has one 8" x 10"
light, six light double hung sash window and one board and batten door.

The east end of the ell has no openings while the east side of
the main house has an asymmetrical arrangement of four windows and
two doors. The southernmost door opening into the kitchen is possibly
an early 19th century door with nine panes of glass in the upper part
and two wooden panels below. The door to the right of this opens Jjust
off the stairs ascending to the second floor. This is a board and
batten door.

There is a basement window and a pair of six light sashes set
on end allowing light into a bath/hall combination. The most signifi-
cant window in the house is the four over two light double hung sash
with the top sash fixed and the bottom sash active. It is believed
that this is an original window position to the house and is more
fully dealt with in the next section.

The north side of the ell has one six over six window . The
north side of the Godfrey Miller House was covered by the addition of
the Peter Miller House.

The roof of the main house west side is covered with standing
seam sheet metal roofing as is the one story ell to the east. The
main roof on the east side is corrugated sheet metal.

The partial basement of the Godfrey Miller House is ell shaped
and is located under the northwest front room and part of the north-
east stair/bath room. The steps leading to the basement have heavy
oak treads held by large closed stringers.

The overhead floor joists are of oak and are pieces reused from
another structure. There is no uniformity to size or shape and the
workmanship of these joists indicates that several different peqp1e
made them. Since the log plank Godfrey Miller House was built into
the corner of an older stone house, it is possible that these pieces
are from the stone structure, but no conclusive evidence indicates
thisa

The foundation was built from hammer cut field dressed limestone
laid in a full bed of mortar. The floor is still of packed earth.

The first floor is divided into four rooms and has no hall. The
front doors open into the southwest room. This room has one half of
a triangular chimney system located in the southeast corner of the
room inside the south wall of the house. The brick fireplace/chimney

has a segmentally arched firebox opening large enough to heat a room,
bul not meant for cooking.
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The trim around the window is similar to the door and window
trim around several of the other architraves of this house. The
casings are approximately 7/8" x 4 to 4 1/2" wide and have full
1/2" round beads on the inside edge of the opening. The back band
lining the outside edge of the trim casing is a Grecian ovolo.

The chair rail in the northwest front room has a top rail with
a Grecian ogee molded into the front edge. Immediately below is a
small 1/2" full round piece. The base rail has a 1/2" bead in the
lower edge.

The partition door between the two front rooms is a six panel
semi raised panel with a small panel mold applied to the styles and
rails to hold the panels in place.

The three doors of this design, all facing into the northwest
front room, and the previously described trim case and molding around
the architraves are thought to date from the late first quarter of
the 19th century or possibly early in the second quarter (1820 to 1830).

The floor joists in the southwest front room and southeast kit-
chen are hewn, oak, 5" x 7" and laid on the dirt. The space between
the joists are filled with stone shards.

The first floor was laid of a nearly standard width yellow pine
1" thick tongue and groove boards. The widths approximate a standard
6" wide though there is some variation. The boards are surface nailed,
two nails per board at each intersection of a joist. The joists are
centered variously from 34" to 40" apart.

The kitchen is in the southeast corner where the large cooking
fireplace in the other half of the triangular brick chimney is located.
The hand hewn oak lintel has a 3/8" bead in the lower edge. This
brick chimney system was knitted into an older existing stone wall.

The south and east walls of the kitchen are of stone. The Godfrey
Miller log plank house was built into these two existing stone walls
from an earlier structure,

The interior portion of the north kitchen Wall s of vertical,
tongue and groove boards with a board and batten door. The wall ap-
pears to be original to the log plank house, but has been movgd from
its original position 4' further south than its present location.

The east exterior wall has two doors. One door Teads to the
small court yard. This door has nine Tights in the top half qnq two
small wood panels in the Tlower half. The upper lights are orlg1n§1
to the door. No evidence exists to indicate the upper half of this
door has been modified. The surrounding molding on the exterior
siding indicates this door position was extant at least to the 1820
period when the siding was installed and is very likely an original
18th century door position. The rough framing and the infill above
the door header date from the 18th century.

It is possible that this door dates from the same period as the
siding. However, this is difficult to say with certainty. The hinges






